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to remove the growth the patient may regain the power of
work for several years. Dr. Taylor lays great stress on the
value of simple decompression in cases where the site of the
tumour cannot be found, or where when found it is not

possible to remove the tumour.

KING EDWARD’S HOSPITAL FUND FOR LONDON.

WE are asked by the honorary secretaries to the Fund to
state that hospitals in the County of London, or within nine
miles of Charing Cross, desiring to participate in the grants
made by this Fund for the year 1913 must make application
before March 31st to the honorary secretaries, 7, Walbrook, ,,

E.C. Applications will also be considered from convalescent
homes which are situated within the above boundaries or

which, being situated outside, take a large proportion of
patients from London. Sanatoriums for consumption which
take patients from London or which are prepared to place
beds at the disposal of the Fund for the use of patients
from London hospitals are also invited to apply.

A TEST FOR MENTAL DEFICIENCY. 

A BELGIAN physician, Dr. Demoor, has been making
observations on the capacity of different people for judging
which of two weights is the heavier, and has satisfied him-
self that while ordinary people, especially children, fail to

appreciate a small difference, the reverse is the case with the
imbecile, idiotic, and half-witted. He prepared two bottles,
differing in size, partly filled with a heavy mineral but

covered all over with black paper and exactly equal in

weight. These he handed to 380 children of from 6 to

15 years of age. Of these 370 judged one bottle to be the
heavier. The other ten said the two were the same weight.
These ten children were all abnormal or degenerates.

THE ABUSE OF HYPNOTIC DRUGS IN AMERICA.
THE increase in the habit of self-drugging is going N

on in many parts of the civilised world. It is perhaps less i

marked in our colonies, where people live more natural lives, 1

and is probably most pronounced in America. In our own i

country, and more successfully on the continent of Europe, 1
it is kept in check by the proper administration of the s

several poison laws, but until further additions are made to 0

the Poisons Schedule under the British Pharmacy law the sale a

of many narcotic drugs cannot be hindered with us. In the t:
United States the sale of poisons is the subject of legislation t:
in every State, some of which is very drastic on paper, but

is not properly enforced. The United States Public Health

Service has recently issued an official publication (Public
Health Bulletin No. 56), in which figures are given
to show the extent to which the drug habit has grown P

in America. This report states that since 1860, when r<

the various forms of opium and its alkaloids were sepa- ti

rately enumerated in the tariff schedules, there has been w

351 per cent. increase in the importation and consumption si

of all forms of opium as against a 133 per cent. increase in w

population. During the last ten years there has been an m

annual importation and consumption in America of over p(
400,000 lb. of opium, and it is stated that fully 75 per cent. di

of this is manufactured into morphine, 80 per cent. of 0

which, it is estimated, is used by victims of the drug habit. Ir

The report goes on to say that "in addition to the jo
tremendous amount of opium unnecessarily consumed di

annually in the United States it has been estimated re

that 150,000 oz. of cocaine are illegitimately used each ar

year," while in addition "hundreds of pounds, probably G<

tons, of chloral and other hypnotic drugs are consumed w

annually by the people of this country, who, it has been ar

asserted, are rapidly becoming hopelessly addicted to the di

If habitual use of narcotic drugs of various kinds." The

e remedy for this abuse is not easy to find, but it is possible
e that much good might be effected by a greater uniformity in
,t the poison legislation of the several States and by a more

careful administration of it. The report also deals with

other forms of legislation designed to protect the public
. health. The laws relating to the misbranding of drugs and

o 
foods are of comparatively recent origin, and the differences

e 
in the requirements with regard to the labelling of foods and

s drugs suggest the need for greater uniformity in the several

1 
State laws so as to provide for the ample protection of the
public and yet avoid as much as possible unnecessary

t requirements that tends to hamper trade, increase the cost
r 

of production, and greatly enhance the cost of food and

f drugs to the consumer. 
-

A QUESTION OF GRATUITOUS ASSISTANCE.

, AT a recent meeting of the board of guardians at Saffron
Walden a discussion took place with reference to the

appointment of a chaplain to the workhouse, when it was
suggested that a letter should be written to the vicar of the

r parish inviting him to perform the chaplain’s duties without

, 
’ 

payment, and thereby save the rates the sum of .B40 per
’ 

annum. It was stated that several Nonconformist ministers

> 
were ready thus to act gratuitously with regard to members

) 
of their sects in the workhouse. A clergyman who was on the

 
board, however, opposed the proposal on the ground that if

- the board demanded the services of any person it should be
’ 

prepared to pay for them, and he asked with justice why a
l 

clergyman should be invited by laymen to exercise the

 duties of his profession for nothing, and why a similar
, 

invitation should not be issued to medical men with regard
to medical attendance at the workhouse. We entirely agree
with this comment upon an endeavour by members of a
public body to exploit the charity of a professional man.
Clergymen, like medical men, enter upon a profession of
which the emoluments are small, and in which those occupy-
ing the worst paid positions are continually expected by
laymen of a certain class to exercise their profession as

if they were independent of any necessity to make money
by it. Medical men and clergymen may, and do, make
sacrifices and work for the love of their fellow men on many

occasions, but they are entitled to select those occasions

and the objects of their charity, and not to have it expected
that, having joined beneficent professions, they must forego
the right to earn their living.

GONOCOCCIC PERICARDITIS.

AT a meeting of the Societ6 Medicale des Hopitaux of

Paris on Dec. 20th M. Albert Robin and M. Noel Fiessinger
reported a case in which was observed a very rare complica-
tion of gonorrhcea-pericarditis. A man, aged 25 years,
was admitted into hospital on Nov. 3rd, 1912. He had not

suffered from any illness until the beginning of October,
when he contracted gonorrhcea, which was treated by per-
manganate injections. The discharge contained numerous

polynuclear cells and gonococci. On Oct. 30th the discharge
diminished and he was seized with pain in the right foot.
On the following day the left knee was swollen and painful.
In 48 hours the left shoulder, right elbow, and right knee-
joints were involved. On admission the general con-

dition was bad, the temperature was 103 70 F., and the

respiration was 30. The spleen was notably enlarged
and the urine contained a large quantity of albumin.

Gronorrhoeal rheumatism with septicsemia and nephritis
was diagnosed. On Nov. 3rd there was dyspncea, but the
arthritis was improving. In a few days the albuminuria
diminished considerably. Examination of the heart and


